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BUREAU OF EXPERTIZING. 

Advice as to the placing at public or private sale 
of art works of all kinds, pictures, sculptures, fur- 
niture, bibelots, etc., will be given at the office of 
the American Art News, and also counsel as to the 
value of art works and the obtaining of the best 
"expert" opinion on the same. For these services 
a nominal fee will be charged. Persons having art 
works and desirous of disposing or obtaining an idea 
of their value, will find, our service on these lines 
a saving .of time, and, in many instances, of un- 
necessary expense. It guarantees that any - opinion 
given will be so given without regard to personal or 
commercial.motiv.es. ^„, ) ,,. / | ,,.(> if ';\'!y- '!•'•'' 

The AMERICAN ART NEWS 
COMPANY will remove its offices next 
week to a permanent and handsome 
suite on the 9th floor of the new An- 
derson Building, 15-17 East 40th Street. 



WARNING TO COLLECTORS. 

We have learned that unusually 
heavy importations of imitation Per- 
sian and other Oriental rugs, and of 
Persian' and Babylonian wares, espe- 
cially Rakka— have recently been made, 
and that New York and the larger 
American cities will soon be flooded 
with cheap and poor imitations of not- 
ed weaves and with ware of inferior 
quality, which unscrupulous dealers 
will endeavor to unload, and will, un- 
less this warning is heeded, doubtless 
succeed in unloading, on buyers and col- 
lectors, not possessed of good knowl- 
edge of weaves and wares. 

All this stuff is passed through the 
Custom House at a low duty, its true 
quality and character being there 
often frankly admitted -by its import- 
ers, and afterwards figures as genuine 
or rare in the Galleries and auction 
rooms of a certain class of dealers. 

Again at the opening of another art 
season, we would urge upon our read- 
ers, the greatest care and caution in the 
purchase of art works, and especially 
now of claimed old Persian rugs or 
Oriental potteries, in any dealer's Gal- 
lery or auction room, save those of es- 
tablished reputation and proven worth. 



We shall be pleased to recommend 
to our patrons those houses which, are 
worthy of confidence in these lines. 



THE FRENCH ART MUSEUM. 

The protest against the newly or- 
ganized French Museum of Art which 
we published last week with all sincer- 
ity and. frankness, has brought ex- 
pected support from artists and art lov- 
ers from all over the country, and let- 
ters of endorsement of our position and 
argument on this question, continue to 
pour in. We publish elsewhere two 
sample communications, and would 
welcome an expression of views from 
other artists and art lovers who be- 
lieve, with us, that the new movement 
is apparently a snobbish and self-seek- 
ing one on the part of certain promoters 
at least, and that French art should 
not be exploited here at the expense of 
our own National art's upbuilding. 



TWO COLLECTORS GONE. 

The past summer saw the passing of 
two noted art collectors — Ferdinand 
Hermann and Charles H. Senff. 

Mr. Hermann'was a collector of dis- 
criminating taste and his collection was 
particularly mentioned by Dr. Bode on 
his visit here last November, as one of 
the most important in America, al- 
though not known to art lovers. 

Mr. Senff left a rarely good collec- 
tion of pictures to his widow, appraised 
at $822,300 by Mr. George Durand- 
Ruel as "expert," and a fine library. 
The paintings in the collection are val- 
ued by Mr. Durand-Ruel as follows: 
"The Burgomaster," Franz Hals, $150,- 
000; Velasquez's "Portrait of Spinola," 
$75,000; seven Corots valued respect- 
ively at $45,000, $30,000, $20,000, $15,- 
000, $15,000, $5,000 and $3,000; Rem- 
brandt's "Portrait of a Girl," $50,000; 
Franz Hal's "Self Portrait," $10,000; 
P. de Hoogh's "Interior," $60,000; Hol- 
bein's "Portrait of An Old Man," $15,- 
000,' ~two : Rubens 1 at ! $l0i000 , ba 1 ch ! ; a' 
Hobbema at $20,000, and many other 
valuable works. The collection was 
especially mentioned by Dr. Bode on 
his last visit here. 



NOTED LIBRARY SOLD. 

The valuable library, formed by Mr. 
Beverly Chew, containing many rare 
copies of Early English authors, pur- 
chased recently by Mr. George D. 
Smith for the figure he gave out as 
$500,000, has been just resold by him to 
Mr. H. E. Huntington. 

With this notable addition to his al- 
ready important collection, Mr. Hunt 
ington becomes the owner of one of the 
finest libraries in the world. 



NEW ART MONTHLY. 

A new and elaborate monthly art 
magazine, to be entitled New York Art, 
is soon to publish its first issue. The 
publisher is Mr. Frederic Fairchild 
Sherman, who got out the Catalogs of 
the collections of Mr; J. Pierpbnt Mor- 
gan, and who is a friend of Miss 
Green's, M|r. Morgan's accomplished 
art Secretary and manager of his Gal- 
lery. Dr. Valentiner, of the Metro- 
politan Museum, is to be the Editor. 
It is reported that Dr. Valentiner at 
first declined the position, which he 
thought might be inconsistent with his 
Museum post, but that, after an intima- 
tion from official sources that his edi- 
torship of the new Magazine would be 
favorably considered, he accepted the 
position. It is further reported that 
the new Magazine will have large fi- 
nancial backing and will be conducted 
vigorously, and with some knowledge of 
art, viz., by other Lotus eaters. 



MILWAUKEE. 



The Milwaukee Art Society opened 
its second session auspiciously last 
week with an exhibition, to continue 
until Nov. I, of 42 Old Masters, repre- 
senting the Dutch, Flemish, English, 
German, Spanish and Italian schools of 
the fifteenth-eighteenth centuries, all 
loaned by the Ehrich Galleries of New 
York, through the activities of Mr. 
Samuel O". Buckner. The same Gal- 
leries very generously bore all the large 
insurance expense, so that the exhibi- 
tion should be most profitable to the 
new Society. 

Space forbids publication of the full 
list of the carefully chosen and repre- 
sentative works shown, most , of which 
have been noticed in the Art News, 
when shown from time to time at the 
Ehrich Galleries in New York the past 
two seasons, but an idea of the general 
high character of the display may be 
obtained from the following names of 
a.f|is^'representedK,amQng-p l ther l s;jBer-. 
ghem, Ochterveldt,' Van de Velde, Van 
Goyen, Victoors, Van Dyck, Rubens, 
Moreelse, Sustermans and Teniers, 
Cranach, Beechey, Constable, Cotes, 
Hoppner, Lely, Morland, Raeburn, 
Reynolds and Wyatt, Le Brun, Mig- 
nard and Nattier, Canaletto, Guardi, 
and Furini, and Antolinez, Coello, Mu- 
rillo, and Ribera. 



WHAT OTHERS SAY OF US. 

Editor American Art News. 

Dear Sir: 

Inasmuch as I am making collections of 
paintings by our American artists for my 
home — already more than fifty canvases — 
The. American Art News is read with much 
interest and pleasure in my family. 

W. J. Johnson. 

Johnstown/Pa., Oct. II, .1912. 
Editor. American Art News. ' 

Dear Sir: 

I take pleasure in renewing my subscrip- 
tion to your valued paper as I have always 
found it most interesting. But. this year 1 
am rri'ore than ever inclined to subscribe, 
since it was through you that I was put into 
communication with an art patron, and 
thereby secured a very desirable commis- 
sion for large, decorative paintings, which 
will give me interesting work for all the 
coming winter. 

Herbert W. Faulkner. 

Washington, Conn., Oct. 17, 1912. 



NEW RUBENS COMING HERE. 

A letter received this week from 
Paris states that a new Rubens was re- 
cently discovered in Belgium and pro- 
nounced by "experts" as an authentic 
work of the master. Dr. Max Rooses, 
in a pamphlet, gives the history of this 
work which is entitled "Holy Woman 
Under the Apple Tree," and speaks of 
it in high terms. The correspondent 
states further that it has become the 
property of Mr. H. Van Slochem, the 
New York dealer. When seen by a 
representative of the American Art 
News, Mr. Van Slochem said that the 
canvas with other masterpieces acquired 
the past Summer will be shown at his 
gallery, 477 Fifth Ave., this Winter. 



EARLY DIRECTORY SOLD. 

The first New . York City Directory 
printed in 1786 has just been sold by 
Mr. George D. Smith for $2,750 to Mr. 
J. Clarence Davies. The book was for- 
merly in the library of the late Robert 
Hoe and it was purchased by Mr. Smith 
at part I of the sale, May, 1911, for 
$2,275. 

Among the private collectors who pos- 
sess copies are Mr. Henry E. Hunting- 
ton, Who acquired his a short time ago, 
when he purchased the E. D. Church 
library, and Mr. Frederick R. Halsey, 
who has one with the title page in fac- 
simile. The New York Historical So- 
ciety has two copies; the Public Library 
one, slightly imperfect, and the Bar Asso- 
ciation, the American Geographical 
Society, and Columbia University each 
have one. 



MR. WIDENER'S VERMEER. 

A special correspondent of "The 
Sun," writing from Paris says: 

"An interesting discovery has been 
made in connection with the history of 
the picture by Vermeer of Delft 'Wo- 
man Weighing Pearls,' now in the col- 
lection of Mr. P. A. B. Widener, of 
Philadelphia. 

"While the history of the picture can 
be traced from May 16, 1696, when it 
was sold at Amsterdam for 155 florins, 
down to April 14, 1777, when it was 
again sold in the .same city, this time 
for 235 florins, its subsequent owner- 
ship until 1848, when it was sold at 
Christie's, is very indefinite,- practically 
all that was hitherto known concerning 
it being its sale at Munich on Decem- 
ber 5, 1826, for 800 florins. The name 
of the vendor on that occasion was un- 
known to Dr. Hofstede de Groot when 
he published the first volume of his re- 
vised and rewritten edition of Smith's 
'Catalogue Baisonne' of Dutch pic- 
tures." 

"That owner was, there can now be 
no doubt, the late King of Bavaria. At 
this sale it was purchased, by : the ,D,uc . , . 
de> I 'Cararnan' (1762-I839J, ' who' was 
French Ambassador in Vienna, where 
he lived from 1815 to 1828. The Due 
de Caraman formed a fine collection of 
pictures, which, on his return from Vi- 
enna, he was compelled, to sell, the auc- 
tion taking place in the Salle. Lebrun, . 
21 Rue de Clery, Paris, on Monday, 
May 10, 1830, and two following days. 
The owner was described simply as 
'M. le Due de C -.' The sale cata- 
logue is excessively rare, there being 
apparently only two copies of it in 
Paris, one in a private collection, the 
owner of which is away from Paris, 
and the other is in the Bibliotheque 
Nationale. 

"From the Caraman , collection the 
picture passed into that of a much more 
famous, collector, M. Casirri'ir Perier, 
whose collection was sent to Christie's 
in 1848, when it was bought in or 
bought for a member of the vendor's 
family for 135 guineas ($709). Its sub- 
sequent history is too- well known to 
be repeated." 



LONDON ART AUCTION. 

At Messrs. Puttick & Simpson's, 

thirty six engravings in proof state 

after Freudeberg and Moreau Le Jeune 

l were bought by Messrs. Quaritch for 

£900. 



IN MEMORIAM. 

Louis R. Ehrich died in London Oct. 
i 23, 1911 — a true friend, a cultured gen- 
tleman, a sincere and learned art lover 
and connoisseur, an advocate always of 
higher and better things — a loss, not 
only to his family and friends, but to the 
cause of art and social and moral ad- 
vancement. 
"So — wrapped in happy slumber now he 

lies 
Asleep — not dead — the good man never 

dies." 



PROVIDENCE. 



The Rhode Island School of Design 
is giving its first special exhibition un- 
til Oct. 27. Many of the pictures were 
seen last summer, at th.e Worcester Art 
Museum and at the Albright Art Gal- 
lery, Buffalo. 

Among those represented are J. W, 
Alexander, C. Beaux, J. De Camp, A. 
B. Davies, H. G. Dearth, T. Dewing, 
P. Dougherty, W. Gay, J. C. Johansen, 
J. Lavery, J. Lie, W. Loring, G. Welch- 
ers. R. Miller, W. Orpen, E. W. Red- 
field, W. E. Schofield, A. Schmitt.G. 
Symons and E. Tarbell. 

Hughes Eliot has been installed at 
the Museum School, to rearrange cer- 
tain work there, notably the classes of 
design. 



